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As a paradoxical witticism this sentence
has few superiors, but, consecliously or un-
consciously, it i= coming to be the economic
gospel of the race. 1If I were asked what is
the greatest evil apparent in American life
to-dav, T would answer: *“*The striving for
luxury—that is, fine living and attendant
idleness; or, if the
tainable, for idleness alone.”
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THE VOICE OF THE PULPIT

*

THE MODERN SPIRIT: EXPRESSED IN
TRUTH, LIBERTY AND LOYE.

.
-

By the Rev. John Coleman Adams, D.

D.. Pastor of the First Universalist
Hartford,

Church, Conn.
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First think what that word truth means
It's only another name for reallty, and
that. in turn, is only another name for God
His When men are seeking
the truth they are secking think
thoughts of God after Him, learn
majestic path His steps have made through
the universe, anid fathom the mystery
His life in the soul of man. That
thought which has been growing mightler
They have begun to
in the
They

and nature,

to the
to the

of

ig a

in the minds of men.
find signs of God everywhere—God
world and the world full of
talking of this visible form

universe—a turning or combining of
things in one whole. They are begin-
believe that hopeless

(God.
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as a
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ning
contradictions in the world, no alien forees,
because it is God’'s world. “The sea Ils His,
and He made It."”" “The earth is the Lord’s
and the fullness thereof.” in His
heaven, all's right with the world.”

And thus, as men are growing to see a
larger beauty and a -holier grace in the
world because they see God there, they are
The more
wondrous, fair and lovely this world and
its life grows to look to us the more they
know of Him who is its heart
and life. The science which has seemed to
obliterate men from God is really giving
them a deener thirst for Him. As we get
closer to the facts, as we master more of
the truth, we are more eager to sea and
know God.

A SIGNIFICANT THING.

Secondly, see how much significance
there is in the new passion for liberty.
We cannot find God except for liberty.
cannot find God except we be free to seek
No monopolies may control the route
Him. No man may bar his neighbor’s
rond as he goes in search of God and
Truth. That is the attitude of the masses

to there are no

“God's

to-day; that is the modern spirit.
tired of living in a world placarded all over
with signs of privilege and favor and pref-

erence. Religion and knowledge have too

| long been mental territories on which one

unfortunate class of |
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ever reads “Keep off the

is

the warning,
grass." ‘“No trespassing here.” That
what has caused these mighty
for freedom of mind and conscience. The
conviction came men that God
made each one of them He had good rea-
son for making them individuals, and it
was a lack of reverence for Him to try to
prevent a man from being the =self which
(od meant him to be.  Nelther was there

Lo gince

any propriety in attempting to tie men up |

second-hand  relation with God.
“Every man for himself” is maotto of
the spiritual world. We work out our own
salvation. We are judged each on his own
merits or sins. We suffer in ourselves the
penalties of evil. We reap for ourselves
the rewards of good. But all this
that no other soul may claim spiritual
authority over us; none may interfere with
the freedom of the intelleet az it thinks
its way to God; may challenge the
conscience it bows to of the
spirit. This, also is the modern spirit. It
is the resolve to have a free way to God
und to the truth.

For a third characteristic of the period
we look to the growing sense that “love is
of Fifty years ago men were em-
phasizing the fact that law is the method
of God. To-day they have got behind that
fact to a profounder one—that that
the fulfilling of the law.” We
count love as the center of God's life, the
goal of man's. That is the new keynote
of theology. It i2 the great word of a prac-
tical life,

The secular term by which men express
this great element of the modern spirit is
word brotherhood. The great move-
ments of the last hundred vears are wit-
nesses to this in men's minds., It was a
gense of the brotherhood of the whole race
which instituted miaslons. The same spirit
has checked the greed of commerce, in the
labor reforms which the
weak, organized labor and led an agitation
for the larger share of each in the product
f all. And that ideal has been before the
philanthropists who have done so much to
promote kindliness and sympathy in deal-
ing with the werk. Truly this of
the great ldeas of the age. It is wholly of
the modern time. Polities forcing It
knowledge is reinforcing it; theology is pro-
nouncing it loudest of all
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DAY FURNITURE! |

An endless variety of suitable and substantial
gifts. We invite you to see them. . . . ..

CLOSED

We have a large and beautiful display of Single and Bed Davenports, up-

‘holstered in Imported Tapestry and Velours. Prices $22 to $75, a hand-

some and useful gift. We are manufacturers and can save you money.

ISKIL BIROSS,, 205207 East Washington St.

MEMIBIERS OF DMIERCHANTS® ASSOCIATION.
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A Rare Bit of Siore News
to Help Your Christmas Shopping
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a trifle. There is tremendous responsibility

Finally the churches must translate their
doctrine of love into a tongue which
world can understand. They must show
their faith by their works. Thev must
make men understand that they, too, know
the meaning of brotherhood in its highest,
hollest sense. The gospel has taught men
what brotherhood means; it must be
permitted any organization, any group nf!
men should surpass the church in the zeal
and force with which it carrifes this great
thought out among men. We must make
men feel that the church kas a place for
all, a work for al], a love for all. That will
require some upsetting traditions,
some conflict with social conventions, with
caste, with class feeling. It will take hard
thinking to discover how the rich and the
poor may meet together in the churches: or
how to reconcile the pharisee to the pres-
ence of the publican at public worship. But
thing is the of that
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$5.00, §4.00, $3.00, $52.00. 51.00 Minton, Royal
Worcester, Cauldon, Coalport, Doulton
and French Decorated China Vases.

Bouillon Cups. Plates, Sauce Dishes, Cups
and Saucers at

50¢, 75¢, $1.00, $1.50

All of the odds and ends, some two, some
five, some one of a kind from our vast
China department, have been gathered to-
gether to be disposed of at one-third to
one-half their real value.

First come, first served.

Bargains go quick.

CHARLES MAYER & CO.

29 and 31 West Washington Sireet
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GAIL HAMILTON'S CONUNDRUM.

She Kept a Party of Notahle Persons

A-Guessing.
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HOLLY WREATHS

ALL KINDS

Holly Wreaths,
LLaurel and Lycopodium
Wreathing,
Mistletoe,

Wild Smilax,
Christmas Bells and
Stars.

Cut Flowers,
Fancy Baskets,

Jardinieres,
Ferneries.

CHRISTMAS TREES =t
Huntington & Page

SEEDSMNEN 130-132 E. Market St
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Alaska Sealskin Jackets at a Great Reduction.

I have too many Sealskins on hand and must raise
money. Call and get my prices and examine the skins.
Otter, Persian Lamb, Beaver and Near Seal Jackets at
reduced rates. Small Furs for Holiday Gifts.

JULIUS WOHLFELD,

114+ West Washington Street
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